ART-I-FACTS
March 2021

A Message from Retiring WPAG President, Valerie Brandau
Wow, my two years as president went by so fast! I have enjoyed
being the president of West Pasco Art Guild primarily because I
got to know many of our members. We are a diverse and creative
group of artists that I find inspiring to spend time with. I have
also learned to appreciate that we are open to sharing our
knowledge by giving a hand to fellow members.
My service as the guild’s president has allowed me to reach out to our members to
cultivate new ideas and to encourage members to use their talents. With the guild
closed for months, we needed to get creative. I was very fortunate to have some key
support:
Helen Hanley is such an asset, not only volunteering as treasurer but being
instrumental in continuing our outreach to members by setting up and hosting
Zoom meetings, classes and workshops. She also has personally taught our
member artists how to set up cameras and teach on Zoom. Impressive! Helen
processes all the online sign ups and payments.
Marilyn Wescott volunteered as director just after I became president, and she
wears many hats. She is chair of both the Membership Committee and Young
Artist program, has filled in to produce our lovely newsletter as well as updating
the guild’s Facebook presence. Marilyn also holds open class on Monday nights at
the guild when available and shares all her inspiring YouTube art videos with
us.
Kathleen Clarke has made the guild known with her wheel classes and slab clay
classes. Many of our new members joined because of the guild's expansion into
wheel classes which Kathleen continues to develop.
Continued on page 2
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A Message from Valerie Brandau continued
Stacey Selleck, while serving as secretary and chair of the Communications
Committee, helped give the guild an online presence and connected us with the
community like never before. Her actions allowed the guild to be ready to "go
virtual" when COVID struck.
Lyn Rodger volunteered to teach "how to Zoom" classes and works tirelessly to
keep the guild's website up to date.
Board director, Darla Nolan, did an online gallery walk-through of the guild’s
Old Masters show that was both informative and entertaining. Darla and Helen
even turned it into an art-themed Jeopardy game. So creative! And not to stop
there, Darla created three on-line workshops so we could all try something new.
Lionel Sanchez kept us connected and learning with 6-week online classes.
When we had to close the guild, Lionel learned how to teach classes on Zoom. He
is such a wonderful teacher that his love of art seems to radiate in every class.
Suzanne Natzke took time from her busy schedule and showed us how to have
fun using Yupo paper during her online workshop.
During the last year and a half, many members have come together to refresh
our beloved building. I have been posting pictures throughout the process and
what a pleasant change you all helped make happen. Now that the guild is open,
we have been holding classes. A special thank you to Jean Metzenthin,
Claudette Poitier, Tricia Commons, Keith Blanton, Kathleen Clarke, Marilyn
Wescott and Doreen Davis - thank you for keeping the studio doors open for
classes.
Our guild has been reorganized and refreshed because of the hard work provided by
so many of you. Now it is waiting for you to return to paint and create with your
artist friends. It’s my wish that each of us give the new officers and directors
encouragement to continue offering a pleasant, inspiring, and safe environment to
come together as artists both online and in person.
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Election Time
On February 5, Claudette Poirier, chair of this year's Nominating Committee
announced the following slate of candidates for the 2021 election:
President - Marilyn Wescott (running unopposed)
Vice President - Pamela Varrichio (running unopposed)
Secretary - Sally Hanlon and Lexi Kust
Treasurer - Helen Hanley (running unopposed)
Director - Doreen Davis (running unopposed)
Director - Kathleen Clarke (running unopposed)
WPAG bylaws require that the election be conducted by ballot. This year's election
would normally be held at our March 5 meeting. Because this is a unique year due to
COVID restrictions, all members were mailed a ballot, including a stamped return
envelope addressed to the nominating chair. Ballots received by the chair on or
before March 4 will be opened and counted by the committee at the Zoom meeting on
the March 5. The chair will report the results to the board and members at that time.

From the WPAG Library
by Jean Metzenthin
Ready to paint some spring flowers? Check out Watercolor in
Bloom: Painting the Spring and Summer Garden by Mary
Backer. There are twelve demonstrations in this book on creating
flower paintings in which she shares the secrets behind her prizewinning watercolor flowers.
Using an uncomplicated palette and simple techniques, Backer explains the basic
tools, colors, composition and design techniques she uses as well as her method of
going from watercolor to acrylics to make a stronger finished painting. From first
strokes to final touches, you'll learn everything you need to know to paint brilliant
orange poppies, plump peonies, graceful lotus blossoms, classic roses and other garden
favorites. Watercolor in Bloom is available for check-out from the WPAG library.
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Member Spotlight
If you come to the guild on Tuesdays you’ve probably
met Gus Grilingos and his dog, Albert.
Gus came to this country from Greece in 1972, and he
signed up for an art class at the local community college
as a way to earn some easy credits. That class was the
beginning of Gus’s art journey. Like many of us, his
creative pursuits were on hold for a period of time
while he focused on work and family.
Joining the guild in the early 2000’s brought Gus back to a pursuit of painting. While
he has explored watercolor and oil, acrylics are his first love. And his favorite
subjects to paint? “Memories of my life,” said Gus. "Boats, mountains, caves,
Greece...I rarely paint portraits. If I include people in my paintings, it’s because
they’re part of the memory.”
In addition to painting, Gus loves to be on the water. An avid sailor and former
kayaker, his current passion is rowing. When he's not making art, you're likely to
find him out on the water in his dory.
When asked about his favorite part of the guild, Gus replied, "The critique. You
don’t realize that you’re learning but you are. You see what other people are doing
and you get ideas."

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Fri. Mar. 5 - 4:00-5:30
Fri. Apr. 9 - 4:00-5:30
Fri. May 7 - 4:00-5:30
All meetings will be held via Zoom until further notice.
Need help going virtual? Contact marilyn@westpascoartguild.org to schedule
technical support.
WEST PASCO ART GUILD
6206 JEFFERSON ST.
NEW PORT RICHEY, FL 34652

MARCH 2021 - PAGE 5

Open Painting and Class Schedule
Monday Night Open Painting with Marilyn Wescott
Will resume April 12
$5 for members, $6 for guests/non-members
Open Painting with Jean Metzenthin & Valerie Brandau
Tuesdays 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
$5 for members, $6 for guests/non-members
Open Painting and Optional Demo with Tricia Commons & Claudette Poirier
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
Open painting - $5 for members, $6 for guests/non-members
Optional demonstration during the first hour for those interested; $8 for members, $10 for
guests/nonmembers pays for supplies.
Clay Wheel Throwing Classes with Kathleen Clarke
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m., Mar. 17-Apr. 28
$220 for members, $240 for guests/non-members
See pages 6-7 of this newsletter for information on how to register.
Open Painting with Keith Blanton
Thursdays 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
$5 for members, $6 for guests/non-members
Clay Hand Building Classes with Kathleen Clarke
Thursdays, 6 p.m. -9:00 p.m., Mar. 25-Apr. 29
$180 for members, $200 for guests/non-members
See pages 6-7 of this newsletter for information on how to register.
Open Clay - for currently registered students only
Contact Kathleen Clarke for fees, available dates and times
Plein Air in the Park with Marilyn Wescott
Will resume on Friday, April 16
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Session II Clay Classes Now Forming!
Check out the new clay wheel
throwing and hand building classes
with Kathleen Clarke!
Wheel Throwing - Wednesday, 6 pm-10 pm, March 17 - April 28, 2021
Whether you are a complete beginner or a seasoned thrower, this class focuses on
basic skills as well as a plethora of tips and tricks to take your current skill set to the
next level. Come prepared to be challenged, get dirty and have fun! The fee for the
6-week session is $220 members/$240 non-members and includes glazes and firings.
Clay and basic tool sets are available however, clay must be purchased through the
guild prior to the first day of class: $27 for a block of clay, tool set for $5. Social
distance guidelines will be in effect so space is limited. Contact Kathleen at 970393-0199 for further information and supplies.
Hand Building - Thursday, 6 pm-9 pm, March 25 - April 29, 2021
We will create simple forms using the basic techniques of hand building with plenty
of time to explore your own creative designs. Surface decoration will be discussed
along with oxidation firing methods of various temperatures. Focus will be on
technical and aesthetic components of quality craftsmanship so expect some
challenges while you enjoy creating functional and beautiful works of art! The fee
for the 6-week session is $180 members/$200 non-members and includes glazes and
firing. Basic tool sets are available to purchase, and the guild has plenty of fun
"tools" to play with. Clay is available and must be purchased through the guild.
Social distancing will be practiced so space is limited! Contact Kathleen at 970393-0199 for further information and to pick up supplies.
Open Clay on Fridays
Available only to students currently enrolled in a clay class who need to finish up
for a deadline or make up a class. In addition, currently enrolled students can
schedule practice time on the wheel for $5 per hour. Contact Kathleen at 970-3930199 for dates, fees, and times.
Continued on page 6
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Session II Clay continued
You have your choice of three ways to register:
1. By email to helen@westpascoartguild.org. Please include the following in your
email: name, phone, preferred email, workshop code.
2. By US mail send a check made payable to WPAG to Helen Hanley, Treasurer,
7513 Turkey Roost, Hudson FL 34667. Please include the following information
in your letter: name, phone number, preferred email, workshop code.
3. In person at the guild with cash or check made payable to WPAG.
Refund policy for all clay classes: full refund minus $2 processing fee up to midnight
the day of class; 50% minus $2 processing fee after the first class.
WHEEL CLASSES
Wednesday, March 17, 24, 31, April 7, 14, 21
6pm - 10pm
Register by Friday, Mar. 12
Workshop Code: SPR-II: WED CLAY/WHEEL
HAND BUILDING CLASS
Thursday, March 25, April 1, 8, 15. 22, 29
6pm - 9pm
Register by March 19
Workshop Code: SPR-II: CLAY/HB

Every Sunday, the schedule of classes and
events is published on the West Pasco Art
Guild Facebook page and on the WPAG
Members Only Facebook page. Look for "This
Week at the Guild..."
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Photographing & Sharing Your Artwork
by Lyn Rodger
WPAG virtual, online art shows have been very well received and will continue to be
a way to for members to share their artwork and learn from each other. It goes
without saying that you want images that show off, not detract from, your creative
talents.
Following are some tips for photographing your artwork for online submission for
online shows, the website, and the newsletter:
Photos can be made smaller, however enlarging them degrades the image. Most
cameras and camera phones take photos at 72 dpi. Check your settings to make
sure that the size is at least 3264 x 2448 and Superfine. Note that these are the
settings on my camera, and yours may look different. That's a size that works
well. My iPhone doesn't let me change resolutions.
Photos should be saved at their original size and should be between 750KB and
4MB.
When emailing a photo, send as either Large or Original -- whichever is 750K to
4MB.
When you take the photo, watch your lighting: no flash, no hot spots. I usually
put mine on the floor or table in bright window light, but not in direct sunlight.
Be careful not to have the camera's shadow on the artwork.
If your artwork is on paper, take the photo before you frame it behind glass to
eliminate glare. Position your camera directly over the unframed painting. It
should fill the camera window with all sides square to the edges of the window. If
it's a little off it can be corrected, and it can be cropped if you have a little extra
around the edges.
Remember, you're an artist! You should take as much care photographing your work
as you do in creating it.
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Spring is in the Air!
Grab those brushes, pens, pencils, stamps, crayons, markers, clay, paper, canvas...it's
your choice.. and join in the next WPAG online art show - "Spring is in the Air."
Create something that depicts the joy of springtime. Take a photo of your creation
and email as an attachment (no texts, please) to marilyn@westpascoartguild.org by
March 29. Be sure to read Lyn Rodger's article "Photographing and Sharing Your
Artwork" on page 8 for tips on how to capture an image that shows off your talent.
All images received by March 29 will be featured on the WPAG Facebook page and
on the WPAG website as well as on the WPAG YouTube channel.

Setting Direction for the Guild
WPAG officers and directors will be meeting the
week following our April 9 General Membership
meeting to set direction for future guild shows,
events, classes and workshops.

Your input is needed and would be greatly appreciated. Please let us know by email
to marilyn@westpascoartguild.org no later than April 12 what's important to you;
for example:
How we meet and how often we meet.
Open studio times that would suit your schedule.
Demonstrations, classes and workshops of interest to you.
Special events and gatherings.
Summer activities to pursue your creative practice.
Opportunities for community outreach.
And because we are an all volunteer organization, we'd love to hear from you on how
you might be willing to help carry out the good work of our guild.
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A Big Round of Applause, Please!
For Our Members...
Who knew last year at this time, how COVID would impact our lives and our ability
to 'gather at the guild' to make art, share art and inspire each other? We had 72 new
members in 2020 who never really got the full experience of guild classes,
workshops, shows, and receptions. So, it seems fitting to recognize the 17 members
who renewed for 2021 in spite of being short-changed in 2020! Thank you for
sticking with us.
And to everyone who made the commitment to be a member for 2021, a heartfelt
thank you! Here's hoping we can get back to some sense of normal this year.

For Our 2021 Sponsors...
Robert Brandau, Real Estate Investor
paviseinvestments@gmail.com
727-967-8317

Hanson Art and Design
Sarah Hanson
www.hansonartdesign.com
727-753-8299

And to Our Retiring WPAG Leaders...
After the installation of newly elected officers and directors on April 9, we will be
saying thank you to four officers who are "retiring" from their positions: Valerie
Brandau, Jean Metzenthin, Stacey Selleck, and Beverly Heller. These WPAG leaders
met the challenges of COVID and worked tirelessly to lessen its impact on the guild.
They have generously given of their time and personal resources to ensure that our
guild continues to be a physical and virtual 'place' where we can learn and grow as
artists. From all of your fellow 'guilders' - THANK YOU!

“Creativity takes courage.” – Henri Matisse
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